DOCTRINE | 


OF THE 


Holy Trinicy, 


AND THE 


DIVINITY 


OF-:1 HE 


Bleſſed JESUS, 


EXPLAIN' D, 


According to the | Senſe ] of the 
HOLY SCRIPTUL KES. 


Wherein the Notions of the TRINITY, 
held by ſuch CREED-MAKERS, who 
call themſelves Orthodox, ] are prov'd 

to be falſe, impious, and beretical, diſa» 
greeing, and contraxy to the Doctrine of 
the Catholick Church, and efpecilly that 
of the Church of ENGL AND. 


Being a full ANSWER to certain 
Articles of HER EST, charg'd againſt 
a Member of a Diſſenting Congregation, 
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Matters. and, particularly touclüng 
The. Doctrine of the Trinity, is the 


n * 8 by. , +» 
Occaſion of the revival of the fol- 


lowing Tract, which was publiſh' d 


a great many Yeirs ſince, and ſeems 


to have a great deal in it applica- 


ble to the Circumſtances of many, 


who are now Sufferers under the 
ſame unchriſtian Treatment. 

As to the Argumentative Part, 
[ ſhall ſay nothing, it being Wrote 


with ſich a manifeſt Plainneſs and 


Sincerity of Heart, as cannot but 
Convince all Perſons, who may 


think him miſtaken; of the Integris - 
ty 'of the Man. Truth ſtrands in 
t, and looks 
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need of very little t, 
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T need not be told, That the 
pteſent Coptentions in religiour 


as decent in os following plain 
Pages, as in much more laboured 
a Dreſſes Sr 
Some Circumſtances bw, the Au- 
thor, it may not - be. improper. to 
inform the Reader of. He was a 
_ wealchy, honeſt Citizen, but hap- 
pen'd to be ppon the decline in his 
Subſtance when this Hereſy was 
ficſt found upon him, by a Congre- 
gation to which he belonged, meet- 
ing in Barbican.. At the ſame time, 
Alderman Briftow was dealt with, 
and Excluded by a Congregation in 
Spittle-Fields, for the very ſame Te- 
nete; whereupon he offer'd himſelf 
to the Communion of the fore-men- 
tion'd Orthodox Congregation in Bar- 
bican, and was by them received. 
I-leave the Reader to draw what 
Inferences he pleaſes from this Re- 
lation, and recommend- to him the 
ſcrious, unprejudic'd Peruſal of the 
following Tra&, on the Aſſurance 
that it may Pleaſe many, but can 
Offend none that have the Temper 
af Men and Chriſtians, 


THE 


3 That all . aal to be Believ'd, 
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DOCTRINE 


0 F T H E = 
__EXPLAIN'D, Ge. 
NEloved Brethren, 1 have 
been a Member of your 
Congregation 30 Years, 
or more; and I-enter'd 


into it upon theſe Prin- 
ciples: (iſt) That the 


| Holy | Scriptures were written by inſpi- 


Ra > Perſons, and therefore did not con- 
tain any Contradictions, nor Errors, . (2) 


er 
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(2) 
or Practicd, in order to Salvation, were 
Js ſo exproſ, or Nainly read on found there- 
every fmcerely enquiring. Man, 
might- 75 wy Dis and be ronvinc'd of 


every aber, to give Diligence to 


Chriſt. whom be bath ſent, and to com- 
municate in this Knowledge and Achnow- 
* % with od another; thas to ui 
another in our moſt boly Faitb. 
Touchipg my honeſt and +7 ror Be. 


haviour among you, and towards all 


Men, I appeal to every one in particu- 
lar, I am not conſcious that I have of- 
fended apdinſt any of the aforeſaid Prin- 
ciples : Nay, ! hope it will appear to 
all impartial Conſiderers, that the Oc- 
caſion I have given for a Charge, which 
ſome of you have drawn up againſt me, 
is only my purſuing . thoſe Principles; 
but the Freedom they have taken ſo to 
do, ( as I have ſufficient Reaſon to he- 
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the Father, the only true God, and Jeſus 


lieve, ariſes from ond as Conſide- ET: | 
rations. | 
It's well known to you all, (at if ' 


all of the Party who proſecute me) that 

of late Years there has been a hot Diſpute 
among learned Men, concerning The Do- 
ctrine of the Unity of GOD, and the holy 


Trinity; and after many Books publiſh's 
upon that Subject, wherein the Clerg 57 


of the Church of England, as well as the 
Diſſenters, were at great Variance one 
With another; one Party maintaining, 
That the three Divine Perſons of the 
Trinity, were three Spirits, Minds, or 
Subſtances, of the ſame Nature one with 
another. The other Party aſſerting them 
to be but one Spirit, Mind, or Subſtance. 
Each of theſe Parties challenges the Ca- 
tholicł Church, and Church of England, to 
be of their Mind and Judgment, and im- 
pry grols Hereſy to each other mutu- 
At length, by a Sermon preach'd at 
the Univerſity of Oxford, the Learned 
Mr. Vice-Chancellor, and Heads of Col- 
6 72 and Halls there, in a general 
« Meeting, Novemb. 25. 1695. Judg'd, 
«< Declar'd, and Decreed cha Propo- 
« fitions, vis. | There are three Infinite 
and diſtin} Minds, and Subſtances in 
© the Trinity.) Item, That the Three Per- 
« ſons in the Trinity, are three diſtin 
« znfinite Minds, or Spirits, and three in- 
* dividual Subſtances, ] are Falſe, Impi- 
© ous, and Heretical, difagreeing and con- 
trary to the Doctrin of the Catholic t- 
* Church, and eſpecially to the Doctrine 
of the Church of England, © 
Now, I appeal to every one in par- 
ticular, how I, knowing this, could be 
unconcern'd, and not determine way +" 
elf, 


E 


. 
ſelf, which of theſe Parties bad the 


Truth in a Mattter of the higheſt Im- 


portance? Would that conſiſt with my 
Duty to the true God, with my Care 
for my own. eternal Salvation, or the 
chriſtian Love I owe to our Society? 
And indeed, having long been reſolv'd 
by reading the Holy-Scripture, which 


doth expreſly declare, that God is a Spi- 


rit; and in many Texts, that he is One, 
and throughout, in a thouſand plain 
Texts, ſpeaks of Him, as of one Spirit, 


or real Perſon I thought it my Duty 


to declare my Mind in this Matter, and 
to propagate this great Truth. Hence 
it is, that my Brethren have thought fit 
to Charge me with, not only holding, 
but zealouſly endeavouring to propagate 
the following Errors contrary to the flo. 


ly Scriptures, and the receiv'd Princi- 


ples of this Church, to the great Scandal 

and Offence thereof; vis. Was 
1ſt. Denying the Deity of the Lord 

Jeſus Chriſt, and of the Holy Spirit, (or 


that they are of the ſame Nature with the 


Father) and affirming them to be only 


Creatures. 


2dly, Denying our Pre- exiſtence of the | 


Redeemer, before his Incarnation ; affir- 
ming, he had no actual or perſonal Be- 
ing, till he was conceiv'd in the Womb 
of the Virgin. 

3. Deny- 


— — 


RR 
. Denying the Doctrine of the bleſ: 
ſed Trinity, in the Unity of the God- 
head, as generally receiv d by Chriſti- 
alt} aw wars ; N 5 
4. Frequently ſhewing an undecoming 
and irreverent Behaviour in publick 
Worſhip, when Divine Glory has been 
aſcrib'd to the Son and boly Spirit, toge- 
ther with the Farher, 


Hereupon they Suſpended me, ( as they 
call it) from the Communion of the So- 
ciety, which I take to be but a ſofter 
Word for Excommunication, They gave 
me this Charge in Writing, and Time to 
make Anſwer to it; but when I brought 
in my 4nſwer, and requir'd to be heard 
to read it, they at firſt refus'd; though 
afterwards they gave Leave ; but in the 
Introduction to my Defence, hen I 
ſaid, I doubt not but to ſpew, that what 
you call Errors, contrary to the Scriptures, 
are the real plain Truths of the Goſpel, 
they cry'd out; I confeſsa the Charge, 
they would bear . no mote. | 

Here my chriſtian Brethren tefus d 
to hear me Auſwer to a Charge of Er- 
rors contrary to the Scriptures; which is 
a denial of common and natural Juſtice, 
whereby every Man is allow'd to be 


heard, and to make his Defencei _ 
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eo 
And yet the Charge it ſelf is [6 far 
Unfcriptural,” as that it is drawn, 
1, In Ubfcriptural Terms. And, 
A2aly, In ſuch Terms, as our Church 
never agreed on, as the Senſe of Strip- 
ture neceſſary to be believe. 
_ ©  3dly, Terms capable of ambiguous 
Meaning: ts r 1 5 „ 
4ihly, Of no determinate Meaning, but 
general, and uncertain. 
Itbiy, Scholaſtick Terms, not under- 
ſtood by common Engliſb Readers. 
And laſtly, Terms that aſſert ſuch 
Propoſitions, as are (1 conceive ) Decreed 
by the learned Univerſity of Oxford,- to 
be Falſe, Impious, and Heretic. 


If T be miſtaken in theſe Things, ought 
not my Brethren to have heard me, and 
redify'd me? Was it not the very End 
and Deſign of our gathering together in- 
to a chriſtian Society, that we might, as 
Brethren, and Members of one Body, be 
aſſiſtant to one another, in the Way to 
eternal Bliſs? But inſtead of that, when 
you judgd that one of your Mem- 
bers was ſo corrupted, that he was no 
longer to be retain'd, you will not ſo 
much as hear him in his own Defence, 
but catch at a Word, and condemn him 
EKight or Wrong; and ſo let him Die, 
and Pertſh eternally in his a | 
ES. | Dot 


6259 


Doth end civil Sagiety, doth, any com- 
mon Judicature deal in this, manner 2 
Thus have I been treated Gm Bres 
thren ( by Part of our Church, b. Jed by 
two or three arrogant Politicaus, Ban 
whom an antient Brother might have 


expected kinder Uſage, or at Jeaſt, com- 


mon Juſtice; which ſince. they have 
thought fit to refuſe me, 1 am forc d to 
Appeal' to every one of Lou in particu- 
lar, and hope you will hear me, if not 
as a Brother, yet, at leaſt, as one who 
may deſerve your Pity, that ought not 


to be ſo treated. For, am I unfit to be 


heard, becauſe I will, not confeſs my 
chriſtian/ Faith in, ſuch Terms as are 
not ſound, neither in Holy Scripture, 
the only Proteſtant Rule of Faith, nor 
in any of the three Creeds, or Summa- | 
ries of. Faith, that are acknowledged by 
moſt Chriſtians in theſe W Parts 
of the World * 


The firſt- 1 * their C PIT a- 
gainſt me is, My Deming the Dei of 
the Lord: Jeſus. Chrift, and of ihe Holy 
Syirir, Cor that they are of the ſame 
Nature with the Fat her ) an Mis 
r to be only. Creatures. it 

To 95 8 | anſper, 1 olemoly 
profels to believe all and every (HAIG 

B 2 that 
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(3) 
that 18 written i iti the Holy Scriptures, 
concerning our Lord Joſt” Chriſt, and 
the Holy Spirit, and that in the moſt 
religious Senſe I am capable % More | 
particularly, | 


_ Firſt, Lame that 1 is ſo 
God, as that ir leaſed the Father, that 
in bim ſbould all Fulneſs divell; Col. 1. 
19. And, In him dwells the Fulnefs of 
tbe God-Head bodily, hens 2. 99. 


"Secondly, That he i is S God, that God 
ſaith unto him, Thy Throne, O God, is 
for ever and ever. And, Thy God bath 

anointed thee with the Oy! pA n a a- 
bove thy Fellows, Heb. T. 8, 9. 


- Thirdly, That he is ſo God, 28 . is 
the Son of God; He whom the Father 
bath ſancti fed, and ſent into the World. 
For, ( ſaith he, in Anſwer to the Calum- 
ny of 9 77 who ſaid, that by calling 

God bis Father, in a peculiar manner, 
| ; be mage himſelf God) 7 he called them 
| Gods, to whom the Word of God came. 
| Say ye of bim whom the Father bath ſan- 
= Hified and ſent into the World, "Thou 

blaſphemeſt, becauſe T'ſaid I am the 1 
of God g John, 10. 30, 33, 35; 36. 
take this Anſwer of Chriſt, to de a * 
Denial « of his being God 1 in the wks) 
a "he 
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[ 7 
the Feror, and as plain a Confeſſion that 
he was God in the Senſe of the Text he 
cited out of the gad Palm, to wit, 
the Father's ſanctiſying and ſending bim, Þ 
by the Father's 9 — in bin. 

But this Confeſſion of the Deity of the 
Lord Jeſus, will not ſatisfy my Brethren, 
I am accuſed of holding Errors' contra 
to the Holy Scriptures, when T do deny 
their Comment, which manifeſt] | 
not in Scripture : Lea, is indeed, ber 
as I can underſtand it, contrary to S$crip- 
ture. However, I muſt, it ſeems, con- 
feſs, that * u f the ſame Nature with 
the Father. But what muſt I now do to 
know the Meaning of this Phraſe, Tbe 
Father is 4 Spirit, and the Father of Spi- 
ritt; and he is the Father of our Lord 
Feſus, who is 4 quick'ning Spirit. Here 


then we find two Spirits, the Father and 


the Son, and the Son muſt be of the fame 
Nature with'the Father: That is to ſay, 
as the Father is an almighty Spirit, the 
Son muſt alſo be an almighty Spirit; * 
the Father is only Good, or Good in 
higheſt Senſe, ſo muſt the Son be 1110 s 
as the Father is an allRnowing" Spirit, 10 
muſt the Son be alſoo. 


I perſuade my that this is the 


wa Meanin * y Brethren. Now, I 
think, 1 ſhal To 90 ele ye from Chriſt's 
own Words, hat he denies himſelf to 


be 


(G) 
be of the ſame Manns with his F ather 
in this Senſe; and then;;[ hope, it's no 
Error Ain Seripturé, to deny what, 
. himſelf in Seripture denies. 
I have ſhewo already, from Jobn 
the; zoth, and Cbriſts Anſyer to the 
Jau, who charg d him, That he made 
himſelf God, or CEO Almighty with: 
the Father, that he deniĩes it as a Calum- 
ny he gave no Ground for; and that he 
was God, or the Son of God, in quite a- 
nother Seuſe ; for I dare not think that 
he deluded the Jews. But let us now; 
ſee what Chriſt) Anſwers to the like 
Cbarge, beęauſe he had wrought a Mi- 
racle in making whole an impotent Man 
on the Sabbath-Day, and alſo ſaid, that 
God was his Father, the Jews charged 
him, that he made bimſelf equal to God: 
To which he Anſwers with an Aſſeve- 
ration, which admits not of any hidden 
Meaning, ſaying, Verily, verily, I ſay un · 
to you, the Son can do not hing > Ag bimſelf, 
but what he ſeeth the Father: The 
Fat ber loueth the' Son, \\and: ſhewethb bim 
all things that. himſelf 8 Tbe Fa- 
ther judgerb. no Man, bus bath commit - 
ted all Judgment to the Son, that all Men 
ſoall Honour the Son ven as they Honour 
the. Father that fem bim. I can of 
2 jef do rab. Jobs: pe 19s 22583. 
30. 
'By 
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By 1-orin2 here; and in the 19th Ver. 
1 end 10 dieine and ' miraculous 
Work ; ä che is- a ſolemn and-plam 
Denial of hiuvelf ro be God, in the enſe 
of ab f uta Equality with God, as à 'fe- 
con Spirit, vr Subſtance of the fame Al- 
mighty Nature of the Father: And 
think theſe Sayings cannot be underſtood 
to conſiſt with his being ſo, without the 
higheſt Reflection upon his Veraeityña and 
his Love to God or Nen. 

15 I am in ſo great an Error as chat 
my. Brethren impute to me, I hope they 
will convince me, that I may be — 
ſame Mind with cl. em, without ſuch hot- 
rid Reflections. „ „ B37 2 
Like unto this, i is tat Saying in Jobs 

7. 16, 17, 18. My Dorine i not mine; 
ous Hit that {ent mes Aud, If any one 
d ds bis Ill, be-foall: know of "rhe 
Doerine, wheiber it be from God, or obe- 
ther I ſpeak of m ſelf. Where we ſee 
God and himſelf are oppes'd, which 
could not be Truth, if he himſelf were 
God, or of the ſame Nature, in the lame 
Senſe with Him that ſent him. 
Again he ſaith, John 8. 28. ehe 

ſoall lift up the Son of Man, then ſball 
NY at I am he, and-that-E do no- 
thing of my ſelf, but as the Father hath 
—_ me, TI ſpeak theſe things. And, 
Feu 12. 49, 30. I have not Holen of 


my 


(:44 } 
my ſelf, but the Father that ſent me; be 
gave me a Commandment what I ſbould 
ſay, and what T ſbould ſpeak, And Jobn 
7. M Doctrine is not mine, bit his that 
ſent me. And Chap. 12. 44: He that 
believeth on me, believeth not on me, but 
on him that ſent me. And Chap. 14. 10. 
The Wordi that I ſpeak, I ſpeal not of my 
felf, but the Father that abideth in me; 
he doth the Works. * 

If the Son be not the prime Author of 
his Doctrine, but the Father; and if the 
miraculous Works which he did, were 
done not by him as the Principal, nor 
by any other Divine Spirit, or Perſon, 
dwelling in his Manhood, but by the 
Father abiding in him: If he did no- al 
thing of himſelf, but as the Father _ 
taught him; then would I gladly be in- 01 
form'd, by my Brethren, how to ſatis- $ 
fy my Conſcience, in contradicting our * 
Lord, and telling him in effect, Lord, h 
thou art of the ſame Nature with thy Fa. 'y 
ther; an almighty ' Perſon, or Spirit, as h 
well as Ie; Thou art the principal Agent 1 
in the miraculous Works that thou didſt; at 
Thou canſt do all things of thy ſelf, as W 
well as the Father; Thou waſt not taught he 
by the Fatber, but by thy own Godbead, I of 
which is of the ſame Nature with that of N 
the Bather. Ln e 
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Ca 
Think Ys that the. Diſciples did, or 
could N 18 him, in ſuch an 8 
quivocal contrary to his plain 
Words 2 el me you that can ſatisfy 
yourown Minds in affirming what Chriſt 
denies, how I may do ſo too? Will you 
tell me, as is uſual, That all theſè hogs 
are truly denied of him, according to his 
Human,, Nature, but falſe, according to 
1 Divine Nature ? What is this, bu 
g. that a Truth-ſpeaking Lore 
ah with an Aſleveration, plainly deny 
f himſelf, that which was plainly. true 
of Wie, He was not Two elle, but 
One Sel therefore What was true of 
his ne Self, could not be denied of his 
other. Self. 1 he, at any time, ſo much 
as intimate, chat he was a ſecond Spirit, 
or God of the A Nature with him that 
Sanctified and Sent him 2 Are not all 
his Denials, and all his Affirmations, all 
his Words, and all, his Works, tending 
mainly te this End, even to prove that 
he was the Sent of God, that he was 
Tanght, God; that God was in kim, 
and with him z "that . God. anointed Lim 
* the Hol ly Bb oft,..and Power ; that 
he did miraculqus Works by the Fi inger 
of of {ads and not by any e Pows. 


<p you Think to *Expoupd. away gux | 
Lord Words, by ſaying, He could, of 
N G himſelf, 
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cen) 

kimſelf, do no tv miraculous Work with - 
dut the Coticurrence of his Father ; ev: 
en that ſhews,” that he was not an al- 
mighty Nature. But he ſays more, 1 
eat not of my ſelf; but the Father that 
ttbelleth in me; be doth the Works. Will 
you be ſo bold, as to Affirm what our 
Lord Denies, when he never, by any | 

thing, that he faid, gave you the leak 
Ground for ſo'doing > © 
Tell me, Fbefeech you, my Brethren, 
what you mean by the-Term 60 D? 
Your Words imply, that the God and 
Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, is God 
in the higheſt Senſe; but the Holy Scri- 
=—_ tells us, in as plain Words, as poſ- 
ible, and in many Places, that that God | 
ir One, and it ſays, There in none other ; 
God hut One + How then can the Son of | 
_ this One God; be that One God, as a 
Spirit or Perſon diſtinct from the Fa- 
| 
| 


ther? Tell me conſciencioufly ! But 
you ſay, the Son and the Spirit are of 
the ame Nature with the Father, which 
is an Expreſſion no where found in the 
Scripture, and of a very:doubtful Mcan- 
ing; and the requiring of it now, and 
never before, as neceſſary to my Com- 
munion With you, I take ro be contra- 
ry to the ſecond Principle of our Church, 
mentioned above. 


* * * 
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For 


ſhewed, that he moſt ſolemnly 
of himſelf, . 


015 
For the Son to be of the ſame Nature 
with the Father, js to be one Almighty, 
only, Good and all-knowing. Spirit, or 
Mind, a8 the Father is another, and the 
Holy Ghoſt a third; that is (in the he 
of my Judgment) chat they are Three 
Gods of the. 2 Nature, Which is con- 


trary to all ſound (Reaſon, aud ta the 


current of. Scripture. But. 1 dare: not, 
I can Hair] . bs 6 what he 4.9 

200 is What 168 
bal 7 


A Firſt, That he ig Amighty 25 5 
es ĩt 


Secondly, That he js all God. or op 


Gaol, or Gd in the- higheſt ſenſe; he 
aſſerts that of One ny. in diſt inddion 


from himſeif; for he ſays, in anſwer to 


bim that call'd him Good Maſter, There 
is none i. e. no Perſon, ox Spirit] GOOD 


but One, that is GOD. I ſo, 1 25 ei- 


ther the Father, cube, altos be 
in the higheſt ſenſe; for there is bot One 


Perſon, or Spirit, that is ſo. Mat. 19. 7. 
Thirdly, As to the Nature, or Aity1- 


* te of All-knowing, or an Wiſe, the 


35 arher (I think all will eunſeſs) is, and 


always was, the only Wiſe, or All-know- 


ing Spirit, but the Son daes exprefly 


: tell his Dilciples, That I Tie was ſome- 


vt ip wit, ne 25 an 4 bo: 1 of Tudg- 


me ut, 
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ment, which he himſelf did not know, t 
but che Father only. Compare Mat. 24. 
36. with Mark 13. 3d, * Muſt I now, in 
contradiction to our Lord, believe and 
aſſert. That he was of tlie fame all Know- 
ing Nature with the Father, and did 
know the Day and Hour, which the Fa- 
ther only knew ? Idread thoſe Thoughts. 

Will you now fly to the Diſtinction 
of Two Natures, the Humane and 
vine; and ſay, That thefe Denials a fo 
be underſtood of the Son according to 
his Human Natüre, büt the contrary. is 
to be Aﬀerted of him according to His 
Divine Nature? But do yqu not fay alſd, 
That he is hut One Perſon, or pirit? 
And ſuppoſing him to have Two Na- 
tures, as you fay, will it conſiſt with 
Truth, and that Plainneſs, Integrit 
and Honeſty, that was incumbent fe 
him, that was raiſed up in the Family 
of David, ind ſent to teach Mankind'the 
knowledge of God order to their eter- 
"nal Salvation; can it become that Perſon 
flatly to deny ſuch things of himſelf, 
which underſtood in the plain ſenſe, 
lead Men into damnable Error? Shall 
| charge this Holy Perſon, (to the Truth 
of whoſe Doctrine Got his Father bore 
Witneſs, by Miracles; Wonders, arid 
be. ns, which he did by bim) with deny- 

gh thoſe att 12 himfelf, which were 


'M perly 


* 


1 
roperly true of himſelf; and with giv4 
fn us, by that denial, an invincible oc- 
cafion to deny him to be the Almighty, 
only Good, and All-Knowing Spirit, or 
Perſon, whom you ſay we ought to Wor- 
ſhip as ſuch; or forfeit our Eternal Hap- 
ineſs? Iam amaz'd in the Conſideration 
of this! But what has our Load faid in 
his Goſpel; which gives you: ſufficient 
round to believe, he meant otherwiſe 
han he ſaid, in a Matter of the higheſt 
Importance? It is Plain-Dealing in any 
Perſon to deny that of himſelf fimply, 
becauſe it does not agree to him accor- 
ding- to ſome inconſiderable Parts; tho 
it agrees to him according to a thouſand * 
more conſiderable Parts; or his Whole. 
As for Example, Can a ſtrong Man ſay 
with Truth, 1 folemnly profels to -you, 
I cann't of m Self ft one Hundred 
Weight: But he means, I cannot do it 
With my little Finger; but he can eaſil 
do it with the full Strength of all ht: 
Parts, or whole Body? Would any one 
take this for a; plain Truth, and not for 
downright Equivocation? But what has 
our Lord ſaid, in Affirmationof what he 
in thoſe Sayings denies. I do not know 
that any Saying out of his Mouth is al- 
ledged, which doth, with any probabi- 
lity, or good ſhew, Argue it; tho I know 
that divers Texts are forc'd to * 
A „ PR # ; 1 that 
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( yy... 
that Cauſe. But you'll ſay, his Apoſtle: 
and inf, pry Writers, ſay many things to 
that purpoſe, _ . 

_ » Lanſwer, Faſt, I's moſt unrezſonable 
to urge any. thing obſcurely ſpoken” by 
the; Servants, in Contradiction to what 
is. plainly. denied by the Maſter, and 
therejors, all things 4 that Kind muſt 
be underſtood with Conſiſtente to What 
their Maſter has ſaid. 
Rat 1 gay, That all that is al 
that rt, ms y, and is fairly 


ageing 5 5 what Chrift himſelf Hap 


Thirdh, That all things that ab 
Jeſus himſelf hath. ſaid, or done, or his 
iſciples, have no higher Tendenc 7775 my 


this, vis. To prove that Jeſus © 

reth, was 4 Man approved of Go 

racles, Wonders and Signs, which © 22 

did by him inthe midſt of the Jeus; that 

bim God bath rais'd up, and there 

— all the Houſe of Iſrael, Land conſe- 

{uy all. other Peo ple) ſhould know 

þy H, that God bath made that ſame 
ſus, whom the ¶ Jews] Crucified, both 

Lora and Cbrift, ſee Acts 2. 93, 24 32,36. 
Which is the Sum of the firſt &ermon 
reached by the Apoſtle Peter, after his 

ok received the Holy Ghoſt ; by 
which there. were made Believers, and 


ned to the Church above three 1 


(699 1 
fand Souls. Is here any Tittle concerning 
Cbriſt's being a Second Perſon, or Divine 
Spirit, of the ſame Nature with the Fa- 
ther ? Had not the Atticles in St. Peter's - 
Sermon been ſufficient, was it not neceſ. 
fry that he ſhould have taught them 
the moſt fundamental Article concerning 
Chrift, otherwiſe how could theſe three 
thouſand Souls be Baptized in the' Name 
of Jeſs Chriſt, and added to the Church, 
whilſt they were wholly ignorant of his 
brit of the ſame Divine Nature, or Eſ- 
nce with the Father? But even eſis 
himſelf had faid, in his ſolemn Prayer to 
His Father, a little before his Death, This 
is Eternal Life, that they [to whom 1 
| ſhould give Eternal Life J might "know 
Thee, the only true God, and Jette Chriſt, 
whom thou baſt ſent. As if he ſhould'fay, 
in order to Eternal Life, what is neceſ- 
fary to be known and acknowledged con- 
cerning the Farber, is, That He is the 
only. true God; and concerning Feſis 
Chriſt, is, That He is He, whom the Father, 
the true God, bath Sent. To this agrees, 
that which the Apoſtle Paul fays, in the 
Word of Faith, which they Preach'd, 
namely, , thou ſbals confeſs with thy 
Mouth the Lora Jeſus, and ſhalt believe 
in thine Heart, that God bath raii'd him 
from the Dead, thou ſbalt be ſaved, Rom. 
| 200%; 5 | 
| When 
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When I read the Hiſtory of what Jeſs 


bath faid and did, I find his Divine Doe- | 


trine and Miracles directed to this End, 
namely, To prove, that he was £8 
Meſſias, or Chriſt, or Anointed, or Son 
of Cod, or Sent of God: But no Intima- 
tiom of his being a Perſon, or Spirit o 
the ſame Nature with the Father, whoſe 

Son, whoſe Chriſt he was. if you 
pleaſe. to.conſult thoſe Texts at bottom, 
you; will find that in the Goſpel of St. 
John only, our Lord Jeſus is id to be 


Sent of God, or the Father, three and 


thirty times, and as many times diſtin- 
guith'd from God the Father in the Holy 


Scripture, by the Title Lord, which was 
confer d upon him as a Reward of his 


Obedience, as appears, Phil. 3. 9, 10, 11. 
And in the ſame Goſpel he is ſaid, Cap. 
16. 36. to be Sanctiſied and ſent into the 


Morld. For you know, that before his 


being ſent into the World to Preach, he 
was Anointed with the Holy Choſt, 
which deſcended upon him at his FP: 
tiſm. John 17. 18. Jeſus ſaith, Ai rh 
e aſt _ me into the Worl: 


wn — * L Ai. 
— — - F 


** John 3. 17 00 34. Chap 4. 34 c. 5. 30. c. 6:38 
C. 5. 34. and 36. 395 38. c. G. 29. 150 45» C. 7. - 
and 28. c. 8. 26. and 29. 16. 18. c. 12. 49-C: 9.4. c. 10. 
29.0 11. 42. c. 12. 44, and 45. c. 135 2d. c 15. 


+ even 


c. 16. 5. c. - and 8. 18. 23. 25. c. 20. 21. 
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even ſo have I alſo ſent them into the 
World. For they alſo, before their being 
Sent, received from Chriſt, the Holy 
Ghoſt, in 'cloven Tongues of Fire, as he 
from the Father, the ſame, in « Bodily 
ſbape like a Dove. He commends his Di- 
ſciples to the Father upon this Account, 
that They have believed that Thou haſt 
ſent me, John 17. 8. He faith. further, 
The works which the Father bath given 
me to finiſo, the ſame Works that I do, 
bear Witneſs of me, that the Father hath 
Sent mes John 5. 36. They did not bear 
Witneſs that he was a Second Petſon, or 
Spirit, of the ſame Nature, or Kind with 
the Father, but that the Father, his God, 
had ſent him. And when he was com- 
forting his Diſeiples, upon the account 
of his leaving them, he tells them, 7e 
loved me, ye would rejoyce, becauſe I ſaid 
1 go unte the Father. Why ſo, Lord, 
art not thou of the ſame Almighty Nature 
with the Father? No, no, I tell you, 
My. Fatber is greater than I. In fine, 
Chriſt has ſaid nothing in any of the 
Evangeliſts, which doth not agree with, 
or confirm thoſe Negations of his, The 
Son can do nothing. of bimſelf. the Son doth 
not knaw, but 57 Father only, none is 


God hut One. | Shall 1 now, in contra- ; 
diction to the Father, and the Son, af- 


ou 
by: 
'l 
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: * * 
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As concerning the Holy Spirit, if you 
mean that One Spirit, in Number, which 
God, or the Faller is, when it's laid by 
our Lord, God is 4 Syirit, Edo not deny 
bur the Holy o—_ is God, in the moſt 
perfect Senſe; but if you mean, that the 
Father, and me Holy Spirit, are two 
Spirits; zwhereof the 3 is ſent from 
Heaven by the other; whereof the one is 
given and poured out dy the other; 
whereof the one heareth from another, 
what he ſhould Tpeak, and ſpeaketh not 
of himſelf; whereof the one maketh In- 
rexceſlion to the other, and the like Dif- 
ferences; 1 deny there are two ſach 
Holy Spirits, in the moſt perfect Senſe, 
whereof the ene is of the ſame Nature 
with the Father, the other the Father 
himſelf, For I can't yet diſtinguiſh thofe 
> two Gods, but Fan willing. * 
— £37 Js A 

In the Coocloſſon of tis firſt Article 

of the Charge, you ſay, Iufhrm that tb: 
Lord Jeſus, and the Höf Spirit, are vn 
Creatures. I anſwer, It's diſingenuous 
and vn-brotherly to charge 4 Brother 
with an ill-looking Con ſecdence, which 
"= draw from his Wor and which 
he does not aſſert, but deny for I have 
already ſhewn, that in fome Senſe 1 
affirm the ſerond and third'Perfons to be 
. and not only * l 

a 


le 


r 


Q@ 
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Act ual nor Perſonal Being, ti 


EB 
hall further ſhew it in ay aber 
0 the third Article. | 


* 


Your Second. PANE NY is, "Thar I 7450 
the Prezexiſtence. of. our: Redeemer be- 
fore: bis Incarnation, dffirming 10 e had no 

be Was 
conceiv'd in the W omb of the Fagin,. R 


Hae, not mica e but 
Scholaſtick Terms. you Charge me With 
denying the Pre exiſtence of our Re- 
deemer; but you do not mean by Re- 
deemer; him that is called Redeemer 
in the Holy. Scripturès, (and that near 
twenty times) but you mean Hin by 
whom that ' Redeemer has redeemed. us. 
But how comes the Denial of Chriſt's 
Pre- exiſtence, to be another Error con- 
trary to Scripture > Mult he that de- 
nies the Deity of Chriſt, deny his Pre- 
exiſtence? No ſure; for he may be 
an Arrian, confeſs. his Pre · eee and 
deny his Pape (5 205 9 


So then, it ſeems, this Article | is, to 
ſee Whether I am an Axrian, or not; 
which if L were, you may remember 


there. Was a Time when all the. World, 


or the whole Church, was Arrian, ex- 


.cept Athanaſite, and ane or two Bi- 


ſhops more. It ſeems, if yon bit d been 
2 in 


FP. 


3 


in thoſe Days, you would have Excom- 
municated all the World with me, tho? 


J confeſs, had I liv'd then, I would 
have Communicated with them, notwith- 
ſanding that Doctrine. Sure I am, our 


deceaſed Paſtor, who was in the ſame 


Sentiment, would not have ſcrupled it. 


Your Third Charge is, Denying the 
Doctrine of the bleſſed Trinity, in the 


Unity of the God-Head, as generally re- 


ceived by Chriſtians. ö 


This Article ſeems to be added to 
encreaſe the Number; for my Brethren 
(except ſome that ſtudy Policy more 
than Divinity) could not be ignorant, 
that there are different Forms of the 
Doctrine of the bleſſed Trinity, as 1 
obſerved before; and that the ſeveral 
Parties are very numerous, and do each 
of 'em Challenge the catbolick Church, 
that is, the generality 'of Chriſtians, to 
be on their Side; condemning the con- 
trary Doctrine to be Heretical. 


Beſides, I have ſufficiently prov'd in, 
this Anſwer, That the Doctrine of my 
Brethren, in theſe Azricles againſt me, 
is that which rhe Vice- Chancellor, and 
Heads of the Univerſity of Oxford, have 
decreed to be falſe, inpious, and per 
5 17 Mn tical, 
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tical, contrary to the Doctrine of the Ca- 


tbolick Church, and Church of England. 


And in that condemned Senſe it is, that 
1 do Deny the Doctrine of the Trinity. 
So that in charging me with contradict- 
ing the Holy Scriptures in this behalf, 
they have (1n the (7 ae of the learn» 
ed Oitvertry of Oxford) condemned the 
Catbolick Church, and Church of England; 
and in ſuſpending me from their Commu- 
nion, they do in the Reaſon of the Thing, 


ſuſpend from their Communion the gene- 


rality of Cbriſtiant. For, my Brethren, 
I am convinc'd by the ſaid learned Uni- 
verſities, and others, that the learned 


Fathers, ſuch as St. Augaſtine, and the 


modern Divines, as Mr. Hooker, Dr. 
Owen, Dr. Wallis, and Mr. Baxter, did 
not, and do not believe and hold ſuch 


Trinity in Unity, as three actual and per- 


ſonal Beings in the God-head, as m 


Brethren charge me with the Denial of; 
but only three Properties, or Modes, in 


the one infinite Being; or the Spirit that 


is God. 


But, in ſhort, the Model of Articles 
againſt me only ſhows, there is more of 
worldly Policy, than Religion, in 'this 
Profecation, there being ſufficient Re- 
tons to believe it. 6 e e 
g Fourthly, 


(* 


'F 8 d Laſlly, You na we 
with Frequently ſbewing an unbecoming; 
and irrevetend Behaviour in | IE Wor- 


ſoip, when Divine Glory been aſtri- 
bed to the Son and Hoy Spin, RM 
with the ben, | 

Io this! Aub der Fiel, That to  gir 
divine Glory (that is, the ſame Glor 
to the Son, and Holy Spirit, aldindiy 


and expreſly with the Father, is not to 


bold the form of ſound Wirds, but a ma- 
nifeſt preferting humane Inventions in 
the Worſhip of God, before the Words 
and Forms of giving Glory i in the-Holy 
Scriptures, Which abound in ſuch F 7 


 Secondy, "Gur Lord hath taught un. 
That with. the higheſt Worſhip we ought 
not to Worthip any Perſon, or Spirit, 
but bim, who is his God and Father, and 
our God and Father; whom only he 
Worſhipped, and we ought to Worlhip': 
But that 'we ought to Honour himſelf, 
the Son as the Father, becauſe the Fa- 
ther has committed all Judgment io t be 
Son : lle that ſo Honowreth tbe Son, 
Honoureth the Father that ſent bim. But 
to give the ſame divine Glory to the Ho- 
Iy Ghoſt, as a diſtinct LO: or Spi- 


rit 


E 
rit from the Done, is never taught in 
Setipture, either by Precept, o - 
S s. 113. 990 
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© Third), 1 hate then, chat to give 
Glory to God the Fithef, tb God the 
Son, and God the Holy -Ghoft,' if we 
underſtand them as thay infinite Per- 
ſons, or Spirits, (as they are vulgarl 

vnderſtood) ig, Na be fäl d 
Learned, Ins. 


How can I then be blamed, for gi- 
ving ſometimes,..an.open.. Diſlike of ſuch 
Doxologies, as well for the clearing of 
my. own Conſcience, as to provoke my 
Brethren to conſider, That the Times of 
Ignorance God \2oinketh* at, but when 
Light appears, it will turn to our Cone 
demnation to ræject it? | 


Oh! my Brethren, I heartily bleſs 
God, that he has been pleaſed to make 
me to know, aud Believe, that He is 
One Perſon in the Vulgar Senfe ; that is, 
one moſt. perfe& Spirit, Mind, intelli- 
gent Subſtance, or Being (however three 
in the Scholaſtick Senſe) for by this 
Knowledge I am made capable of Loving, 
Worſhipping, and Serving him with all 
my Heart, as the only and entire Ob- 
ject of my Service. and Devotion. : 


028) 
wo 1 
1 I am glad I have occaſion to make 
this Confeſſion to you : I hope it may 
iſſue in your clearer Knowledge of the 
Father, the only true God, and of him 
whom he hath ſent, eſis Chrift, whom 
| he has . and made ah for his 
1 own Glory. 


= | hs to God only Oe be Glory, thro 
| Jeſus Chriſt, for ever. Amen. 
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